Treating recalcitrant diabetic wounds with hyaluronic acid: a review of patients.
The wound healing process in the patient with diabetes can be adversely affected by many factors, including unrelieved pressure, infection, and concurrent underlying conditions. In addition, a static wound may exacerbate patient anxiety or depression and indirectly further delay the healing process while increasing the risk of complications. The polysaccharide hyaluronic acid has long been known to be an integral component of the extracellular matrix in the dermis and other tissues and is implicated in the process of wound healing and tissue repair. Research has shown the benefit of using a novel ester of hyaluronic acid to accelerate the healing process and effectively treat diabetic foot ulceration and other difficult-to-heal chronic wounds. The effects of care using hyaluronic acid on three patients with challenging wounds are presented.